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tap • tared 

3 : a tool for forming an internal screw thread 4 : an intermedi- 
ate point in an electric circuit where a connection may be made 5 

1 the action or an instance of wiretapping ^ on tap 1 :> ready t6 
; be drawn from a large container (as a cask or keg) <ale oh tqp> 

2 : broached or furnished with a tap 3 : on hand : available 
*tap vt tapped; tap-ping 1 : to let out or cause toyflbw ; by 

piercing or by drawing a plug from the containing vessel wine 
from a cask> 2 a : to pierce so as to let out or draw 6fT a fluid 
maple trees> b : to draw from or upon <^ new sources of 
revenue>: as (1) : to cut in on (a telephone or telegraph wireKo 
get information (2) : to cut in (an electrical circuit) ort another 
circuit 3 : to form a female screw in -by means of a tap 4 : to get 
money from as a loan or gift 5 : to connect (a street gas or water 
main) with a local supply Wtep^per n , 
3 tap vb tapped; tap-ping [ME tappen, fr. MF taper to strike with 
the flat of the hand, of Gmc brigin; akin to: MHG tape paw; brow" 
dealt with the paw] vt 1 : to strike lightly esp; with a slight sound 

2 : to give a light blow with a pencil on the table> 3 s tb 
'■. bring about by repeated light blows- <tapped out his by-line on the 

typewriter 4 : to repair by putting a tap on -5 : select, 
. designate; specif \ to elect to membership (as ini a; fraternity)^ 

w 1 : to strike a light audible blow : Rap 2 : to Walk With light 

audible steps 3 : tap dance — tap per n <•■■■>■:. • • - ■ ; - - 
4 tap n 1 a : a light usuv audible blow; also : its sound b i one 

of several usu. rapid ' drumbeats oh a Share drum 2 ': half soke 

3 : a small metal plate for the sole or heel of a shoe* 1 

ta-pa Vtap-a, 'tap-X n [Marquesari & Tahitiari] 1 : the bark of the 

- paper mulberry or of an Hawaiian tree {Pipturus albidus) > 2 ':*-a 
'. coarse cloth made in the Pacific islands from the pounded bark of 

the paper mulberry, breadfruit, and other plants and usu. decorated 
with geometric patterns r ? " 

tap dance n '■: ~a step dance tapped out audibly by means of shoes 
with hard soles or soles and heels to " Which taps have been added 
— tap-dance w ^ tap dancer n — rtap dancing n 
'tape Vtap\. w [MEi f r: OE iasppe] 1 : a narrow woven fabric: 2 
■ : a string stretched breast-high above the finishing line of a race 
3 it a narrow flexible strip or band; •esp: magnetic tape 4 : tape 

- RECORDING >■ ' • •• - ■ ' ' ~ ' ^V''V '"■'/'■'< 

2 tape vb taped; tap ing w 1 -: to fasten, tie; bind, cover, or 
support with tape 2 : to measure with a tape measure 3 : to 
record on tape and esp: magnetic tape^ <^ an;tnterview> ^ W 
: to record something; on tape and esp. magnetic tape • 
3 tape adj 1 : recorded on tape <^ music> 2*: intended for use 
with recording (as magnetic) tape <a r~'cartridge> > ; 
tape deck h 1 a : sl mechanism that moves a tape past a magnetic 
head (as of a. tape;irecorder) b : a ; device:that contains such a 
mechanism and provisions usu. for the recording as well asnthe 
playback of magnetic tapes and that, usu^ has -to be connected to a 
•separate audio system 2 tape player ; .- \ >*; /- : ^ V- ir 
'tape grass n : a submerged aquatic plant; ( Vallisnena spiralis m 
the family Vallisneriaceae)/with: long ribbohlike. leaves .rr. ^ 
tape.Mne Vta-.plinVn : tape measure • ^ , ' : }\ 

tape measure n : a narrow strip (as of a limp cloth or steel tape) 
marked ofT in units (as inches or centimeters) fotf measuring ^ 
tape player n : a self<ontained device for the playback of recorded 
. magnetic tapes - . ' > : :7; / :,; , ; „ : >: v V 

'taper X'ta-parX n >[ME, fr. OE tapor, taper]*. 1 a :■■ a slender 
candle b : a long waxed wick used esp. for lighting candles, 
lamps* pipes, or fires c : a feeble light 2 a: a tapering formaor 
figure b : gradual diminution of thickness, diameter, -or widtfrin 
an elongated object ,c : a gradual decrease : : J ■'. : J ^« 
?taper adj 1 .: progressively narrowed toward one -end:' 2 
: furnished with or adjusted* to a= scale : graduated 
freight rates>. . ■ \^ : ■• ; j'p--}" '. : ! ;^^' 

3taper :vbi tampered; ta per ing Vta-p(»-)nqV w \1 : to become 
progressively smaller toward one end 2 :v to diminish gradually 
vt : td^auseito taper - • ' . j : T ■ 

4 tap er \*ta-par\ n : one that applies or dispenses. tape i.: ' 
tape-record \.ta-pri- , ko(3)rd\ = vt [back-formation fr. tape record- 
ing] : to make a^ recording of on magnetic^ tape t ' r f » - 
tape recorder n \ a^device for recording on magnetic tape; rfip 
; : a combination of such a, device and. a playback device including 
a built-in power amplifier and a loudspeaker y.. y 
tape recording n : magnetic recording on ^magnetic -tape; mso 
; a. recording made by this process -a ^ . : ; - : -/ ^ J 
ta-per er Vta-p»r-3r\ n : one who bears a taper in a rreligroos 
procession *"-^">rte? 
taper off : vb :; taper ■• ■ > 1 ■■ • v^- 

tap es-tried Vtap-3-stred\ adj 1 : covered or decorated with. ot< as 
, if with tapestry 2 : woven or depicted in tapestry m ■ w 
tap es try Vtap-a-stre\ n. pi -tries. [ME w/)iJ/ry,^modif. of MF 
tapisserie. it. tapisser Xo carpet; cover with tapestry, fr. OF tapis 
carpet , fr. Gk tapes! rug* carpet] 1 : a heavy haridwoven reversible 
textile used for. Hangings, curtains, and upholstery ; and character- 
ized b,y complicated pictorial designs 2 : a. nonreversible imitatioh 
of tapestry used chiefly for. upholstery 3-; rem broidery -on- canvas 
resembling woven tapestry <needlepoint, rv>i -4. : something 
resembling tarjestry (as in complexity l or . richness of design) Z 
tapestry carpet n : ,,a carpet in which the designs/are printed in 
colors on the threads before the fabric is woven s - ;; l--:^. 
ta-pe-tum Nts-'pet-smX n, pi ta^pe-ta^.V?pet^\ TNL, fr:<L tapete 
carpet, tapestry, fr. Gk tapeH tapes rugMccarpet] 1 : a; layer^bf 
nutritive cells that invests the sporogenous ttssue in the sporangium 
. of higher plants 2 : any of various membranous layers or areas 
. esp. of the choroid coat and- retina of the eye' ;: 
tape worm Vtap-iwarmX n [fr; its shape] : anyi of numerous 
cestode worms (as of the genus Taenia) parasitic when adult in the 
intestine of-man or other vertebrates * : & 1 - v. ^ ; :a : - ; : 
tap-hole Vtapih6l\ n : a hole for a tap; specif: a hole at or near 
. the bottom of a furnace or ladle through which' molten metal, 
matte, or slag can ;be tapped... ■ : V - ' 5 ~* 

tap-i-o-ca \itap T e- l d-kd\ « : [Sp & Pg, fr. Tupi typyoca] /\ : a usu. 
granular preparation of cassava starch used esp. in puddings artd 
as a thickening in liquid food; also : a dish (as pudding) corttaimng 
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tapioca 2 : a cassava plant called also, i tapioca 

ta pir Vta-par also ta-*pi(3)r Or 1 v ra-»pi(a)r\ ri.> pi 
I 'ta pir or" ta pi rs JTupi tapiira] : any : of 1 several 

large inoffensive chiefly nocturnal ungulates (fami-. 

ly Tapiridae) of tropical America. Malaya, and. 

Sumatra related to the horses and rhinoceroses; ■ 
ta-pis Vtap-,e\- /i IMF — more at tapestrv] obx. 
;:: tapestry or similar material used fb^ , hangings- 

and floor and table coverings on the: tapis \ 
* : under consideration <t wo more large jobs oh the 
; tapis — J: D. Beresfbrd> : : 
tap-off Vtap-.6f\ n : : tip-off ' . 1 

tap-pet Vtap-st\ n [irreg. 1 fr. ; Hap] : a lever or 

projection moved by some other piece (as^a cam) 1 

or intended to tap or^ touch something else to cause a particular 

motion ^ v : Vi ' 

tap-ping n : the act, process, or means J by which something is 

tapped ' ; ■ ■ 

tap-pit hen <Ytap-3t-\ n [Sc tappit, alter, of E topped] 1 Scot 

: a crested hen' 2 Scot : a drinking vessel with a knob on the lid 
tap-room Vtap^iriim, -irum\ n : barrcx)M 
tap-root V.riit, -.rut\ n [Uap\ Vi a primary ■ 

■ root that grows vertically downward and gives ' 
v off small lateral roots 2 : bile that has a deep 

- central position in a line of growth or develop- 
ment V; .' r . 

tapsA'tapsX n pi but sing or -pi in constr [prob.; 

Walter of earlier taptoo tattoo — more at tattooI 

! ; the last' bugle call at night blown as a signal 
that lights are to-be put out; also : a similar call , 

• blown at military funerals and memorial services:^ 

tap-sal-tee-rie Vtap-ssl-'te-reX adv [by Walter:] : 

Scot: TOPSV-TLRVY v, i :.!!■: 

tap ster Vtap-starX n : one employed to dis- 
pense liquors in a 3barroom' i : 

Har VtarX n [ME terr, tarr, fr. OE teoru; akin to ■ 
OE treow tree — more at tree] 1 a : a ^ dark 
brown or black bituminous usu. odorous viscdus 
liquid obtained by destructive distillation of * ' ' >; 
organic material (as wood, coal, or ^ peat) b : a substance in some 
respects 7 resembling tar; esp : a condensable residue present in 

.smoke from burning tobacco that contains combustion by-products 
(as resins, acids, phenols, and essential oils) 2 [short fox' tarpaulin] 

: SAILOR . ■ .- K ■' ■ : ..• : v """^ 

2 tar vt tarred; tarring : to smear With or as if with tar ^- tar arid 

feather : to smear (a person) With tar and'cover with' feathers as 

a punishment or indignity - * " I J ,11 

3tar;w tarre VtarV vt tarred; tar-ring; tars or tarres [ME 'terren. 

tarren, fr. OE tyrwan],: 'to urge to action — usu. used with ; on 
Tara-ca-hi-tian A.tar-^U^niie-shanX adj (. Taro hu'mara (a- Mexican 

people) + Cahita * (a Mexican * peopie)] : of, -relating V*6, or 

constituting a language family of the Uto-Aztecan phyluril . • ^; 
tar a-did-dle or ; ; tar ra did dle A.tar-^'did-M, 'tar-s-iX n [origin 

unknown]' 1: a. minor falsehood : fib 2: ;fp re ten tioUs "nonsense 
tar an tel la Vtar-ah-'tel-aX n [It, fr. Tara nto, Italy] : a vryacibus 
' folk dance of southern; J taly in % time ■■■■ * & - - - - • • ^ 
tar-ah'-tism X'tar-an-itiz-sniX n [NkvarantismuX'fr. 1 Toronto, Italy] 

: a dancing mania or malady of late medieval Europe: 
ta-ran-tu-la-Xt^ranch^^-^^'-'rant^NaX' '■-* ■ ,; - ; 

n. p/ 1 tavran-tu-las also ta'-ran-tii-lae 

.X-Van-chs-Je, ^rant^l-.e\ [ML, fr; Ott - 

tarantola, fr. Toronto] 1 : a. European 

■ wolf spider kLycosd tarentuld) popularly 
held to be the cause of tarantism 2 
: any .of? various large- hairy spiders 
(family TheraphosidaeT that are typical-' 
ly rather sluggish and though capable of 
biting sharply are vnot; significantly 

' poisonous to man ' Vvj-i l*. 

ta rax a cum Xt^-'rak-siikamX n [NL, 

genus^ name, fr. Ar tarakhshdqun wild/- 
chicory] : the dried rhizome and roots- 
of the dandelion ( Taraxacum officinale) 
used as a diuretic, a tonics and an 

1 aperient » ' '' ; ' ; ' " ■ ' ■- '■' ' ■ 

tarboosh also tar-bush ^Xtar-'bush, 'tar-.X n [Ar tarbushy: a red 
hat similar to the fez Worn espxby Muslim men ' - ' l ' ■ ' " " 

tar di grade Vtard^gradX n [deriv. of L wrrf/grorfws slow-mbving, 

■^r . tardus- slow. + gradi ^to^step, go mtite at - or adeJ : any ov% 
division (Tardigrada) of microscopic arthropods with (bur pairs bf 
legs that live usu. in. water or damp moss —/tardigrade adj 

tar di ly X'tardwI-eX adv 1 : at a slow pace 2 i.ATE' . • f ' 

tar do X'tard^bX adj [It, . f r: h tardus]?: slow — used ;as a 
direction in music - ? - h . - - ■ . ■* ,c 

Har dy X'tard-eX arf/i.tar-di*er;>est, [alter, of earlier tordif fr: MF, 
fr. (assumed) VL tardivus. fr. L tardus] 1 ■ t-\ moving slowly 
: sluggish 2 : delayed beyond the expected ; ; or- proper ti'nie 
: -late tar di ly X'tard-l-eX.orfv ^ tar^li-ness X.tard-e-in^s\;n 
syn tardy, late, behindhand. OVERDUE* 'sHared meaning etenivnt 
: not arriving, occurring, or done at the setrdue, or expected time 

r < ant prompt; punctual ■ : ' ' * - - ' ' y * ' 

Ztardy n. pi tardies :< an instance of being tardy (as to a class; 

'tare VtaU)r; 'te(3)rX n [ME] l a v the seed of a vetch b : arty 
of several vetches (espy vicio sot iva and V, hirsitta) 2 pi : a weed 
of grainfields usu. held to be the darnel 3 pi r an undesirawe 
element . ■. ' ; ' ' u - 

2tare n [ME, fr. MF, fr. OH tara. fr. Ar tarha, ht., that whipnis 
removed] 1 : a deductibh from the gross weight of a substance 
and its container made ih allowance for the weight of the confamer 
2 : counterweight: esp : an empty -vessel similar to a container 
usedvto counterpoise change -in. weight ^of the container due w 
conditions (as temperature or moisture)- - ' \ : ; ' 

3 tare v/ tared; taring : to ascertain or mark the tare" otv esp 
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